Mr. Kenneth Robert Murphy
March 28, 1935 - January 1, 2021

Kenneth R. (Red) Murphy - Age 85 of Nashville, originally from Toronto, Canada, passed
away on January 1, 2021, after a lengthy battle with Dementia.
He was a devoted husband and beloved father, grandfather and great-grandfather. He
was preceded in death by his parents, Robert Murphy and Elizabeth Murphy and six of his
siblings. He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Sallye Gwyn Murphy; two sons, Kenny
Murphy (Nancy) and Kelly Murphy (Michelle); three grandchildren and one greatgrandchild; sister Lorna Owens (George) and brother Norm Murphy (Kay).
Ken was a professional ice hockey player in the Eastern Hockey League with the
Charlotte Checkers from 1955 to 1961 and later with the Nashville Dixie Flyers, from 1962
to 1964, where he served as team captain. After his hockey career, he was a successful
metal building contractor in Nashville with Murphy Sales Company, which he operated
until his retirement in 2007.
His generous spirit and love for amateur athletics was always on display. In 1964 he was
instrumental in starting the Nashville youth hockey league and in 1976, he helped found
and coach Vanderbilt University’s club hockey team. Murphy Sales Company sponsored
many sports teams through the years including hockey, baseball, football and softball.
There will be a private family graveside service. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to Keepsake Village at The Hearth in Hendersonville, Alive Hospice or the charity of your
choice.

Cemetery
Spring Hill Cemetery
5110 Gallatin Pike S
Nashville, TN, 37216

Comments

“

Amazing Grace 44" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Mr. Kenneth Robert
Murphy.

January 10 at 10:27 AM

“

Today is a sad day to hear of our uncle Ken’s passing, he was a truly an amazing
man, he loved his family so much! We had many good times together coming to
Nashville from Toronto, lots of great laughs, playing games, and of course my
husband Curt and Uncle Ken golfing. May you Rest In Peace
Love Darlene, Curt
and Family . Our condolences to all the family.

Darlene Dadswell - January 01 at 06:52 PM

